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Vidzeme Tourism Association

* Non-governmental organization

* Founded in 1997 ~ )
\ —~~ TN
* To develop and promote the S
Tourism in Northern Latvia region > (
s
* Members: I
_— />
* 34 |ocal municipalities LATVIA
° 57 tOurlsm bUSIﬂESSGS VIDZEME TOURISM ASSOCIATION

* Vidzeme University College



Railways in Latvia - 1939
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LATVIA
Railway network

2014

Latvijas dzelzcela shema
O'..;-z LlL:

VENTSPILS

r P~

-~ wour
il AT T™

e

ke

W e

STMLAT T R

140 o
LOL LIS

08w/
Ciaw]
(080w
FIRN ST A Y

»

elektrificétie lecirknl
Saursliezu cell

neogeo.lv



LATVIA
Statistics - past

) From 1860 till 1940 totally bult 3223 km of
railway lines,

) 30 % of them - narrow gauge (less than 1433
mm gauge),

) 50 % of them — secondary railways
(Nebenbahn).




LATVIA

Statistics - present

) Total length of operational rallway lines today
1s 1806 km,

) During last 50 years we theoretically lost 1417
km of railways (all potential greenways),
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Keipenes cinema station — only preserved section of rails




Cinema museum in the former railway station
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Foundation of Latvian Greenways Association on May 20, 2014

www.greenways.lv






First pilot project in North Latvia:
7km Reconstruction of Greenway
in 2014
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Reconstructed Limbazi-Katvari
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Reconstructed Limbazi-Katvari




Reconstructed Limbazi-Katvari




Septmbr 2014
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Opening of the reconstructed greenway Limbazi



imbazi-Katvari
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GREENWAY
ZALAIS CELS

o

¥
X
LIMBAZI-KATVAR

Tkm

Reconstructed Limbazi-
Katvari

"Total length: 7km

Reconstruction: >5km (removing sleepers, trees,
brushes, improvement of surface)

Setting-up signs

Installing barriers to avoid motorised traffic
(except near the lake)

Promotion of the Greenway (maps)

Future plans: signposting, addittional
improvements for safety, connection with asphalt
road in Limbazi

Total cost of reconstruction: ~10 300 EUR / EU
funding and municipality co-funding



Greenways in Latvia — typical situat
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First Latvian Greenways/EuroVelo/Signposted Cycling Routes
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First Latvian Greenways/EuroVelo/Signposted Cycling Routes
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Development of the Greenways in
Latvia: Future plans/goals

* Ownership issues: the land below former
railways still owned by the National railway
company, better situation where it belongs to
the local Municipality (it can be further
improved/maintained)

* Creating pilot project of a GW section: It is
essential to show a best practice to other
municipalities, integrate municipal buildings
with former railway buildings (e.g. a new TIC)



Development of the Greenways in
Latvia: Future plans/goals

 Attracting EU funding: Latvia/Estonia,
Latvia/Estonia/Russia, Central Baltic, Baltic Sea
Programmes, DG Grow Projects

* Raising awareness: Very important to inform
people and decision-makers (municipality
authorities etc.)

 Marketing: Printed materials (maps), integrate
GW in local tourism routes, tourism trade

fairs, promotional events



Greenways Outdoor in Latvia

Awareness raising campaigns/meetings/site
visits-tours

Promotion of the Greenways in Latvia

Active communication with local
municipalities on a daily basis

Promotion of the Greenways concept at all
levels (Ministries, Municipalities, international
events, informal meetings)



Thank you for your attention!

VTA/Latvian Greenways Association office at Pils square 1,
Cesis, LV -4101

Chairman of the Board Office Manager Project Assistant
Mr. Raitis Sijats Ms Anna Kupce Mr. Janis Sijats

raitis.sijats@gmail.com info@vidzeme.com janis.sijats@gmail.com
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www.vidzeme.com | www.greenways.lv
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