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Portugal has done an internationally 

recognized job, both public and private in 

communicating, managing, presenting and 

organizing activities in greenways. 



   

 

 

In 2001 the institution that has legal responsibility over  the train lines, 

(today “Infraestruturas de Portugal”), created the National Eco Trail 

Plan, established a national strategy, and mapped rail trails reused as 

greenways in Portugal. 

AMONG OTHER EFFORTS: 



   

 

 

In  2016 Porto & Norte, Regional Entity 

for Tourism in the North of Portugal, 

published a Guide for the North of 

Portugal, trying to establish internal 

conventions and communication good 

practices.  



   

 

 

By 2016, using the Web to 

communicate and provide 

information, was already 

considered crucial by regional 

and national tourism authorities.  



   

 

 

In 2017 the Commission for the 

Coordination and  Development of 

the North of Portugal (regional 

authority and policy owner) 

launched  a strategy for the North 

of Portugal bike usage, including 

commuting cycling and greenways 

promotion.  



   

 

 

Portuguese Trails 

 

At the end of 2017 Turismo de Portugal launched Portuguese 

Trails an exceptional platform, web-app, for presenting and 

communicating Greenways at a national level in Portuguese, 

English, Spanish, French and German, and providing 

numerous possibilities of choice. 
 



   

 

 

At Portuguese Trails you can choose your routes… 
 



   

 

 

Search routes information, or the ones closer to your location. 



   

 

 

Search for programmes… 



   

 

 

Read  and watch what people say about Portugal and Portuguese 

trails, both in traditional and social media…and much more… 



   

 

 

Because communication is also signalization, in 2018, Turismo de 

Portugal, the national authority for tourism, produced a Guideline 

document for tourism Cycling Routes signalization. 



   

 

 

To reach the potential of experience that greenways can provide, and 

create real products around them, we have to work on a process of adding 

value through knowledge, and communicate what can be seen or 

experienced close to the greenways, being it cultural heritage, natural 

heritage, gastronomy or hotelry. 



   

 

 

In the Ave Region we have the wish of connecting the Eurovelo coastal 

trail with the Douro area, by establishing the junction of three existing 

Greenways: Póvoa de Varzim- Famalicão; Guimarães – Fafe; and Arco 

de Baulhe – Amarante.  

In the middle, Guimarães Historical Centre, UNESCO classified World 

Heritage!  



   

 

 

We joined Greenways Heritage, COSME funded project, because it was 

exactly what we needed to create awareness of the work to be done in our 

region linking UNESCO Heritage and the new Ave Greenway. 

We participated in the steering groups and seminars of Burgos, (Spain), 

Guimarães, (Portugal), Mechelem, (Belgium), and Dikli (Latvia). 



   

 

 

Inside the project we helped organizing the Guimarães Meeting and 

Seminar in November 2018, where was proclaimed the Guimarães 

Declaration for UNESCO Sites and Greenways as common destinations.   



   

 

 

CIM do Ave translated and edited Greenways Heritage leaflet. We divulged 

the Supplier Agreement among North of Portugal SME’s. We characterized 

two UNESCO connected greenways (Porto and Sabor), and identified a best 

practice – BIKOTEL Romanesque Route. We also translated and participated 

in the inquiries that contribute to the Milano conclusions.  



   

 

 

Associative movement and private Business are every day 

stronger. Portuguese Association of Greenways (an EGWA 

associated), or portals like CICLOVIA are often the support for a 

growing green business developed by SME’s like GetGreen, 

MTB or BIKOTEL) 



   

 

THANK YOU   GRAZIE MILLE 
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