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Why is tourism so important for local and regional 
authorities?

 10% GDP at EU level…
 … but significantly more at regional level:

• 63% in the South Aegean
• 40% for the Balearics
• 30% in Malta
• nearly 15% in Tirol and in Western Pomerania 

 Same goes for the jobs: 12% EU-wide
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And beyond growth and jobs?

• Reconversion and diversification

• Regional development

• Culture and nature preservation

• Empowerment of local communities

• Fostering change



N
A

T

A fragile sector?

• 2019: 2.88 billion nights spent in tourism accommodation

• 2020: domestic tourism down by 33.4% and international by 70% 

• 2023: 2.94 billion

• 2024 data: expected next week

• 2025: 1.3 billion nights in first 6 months - the highest figure ever 
observed for the first 2 quarters of a year

• Six out of ten nights spent in Spain, Italy, France and Germany
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How popular are our regions?
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Short term rentals

 2024 - 854 million nights were 
booked via collaborative 
economy platforms 

 19% more than in 2023.

 on average 2.34 million guests 
per night 
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Short term rentals (2)

 Paris - nearly 65 000 guests per night

 city tourism rebounded sharply with 
all major cities surpassing their pre-
pandemic records

 the strongest year-on-year growth in 
2024: Milan (+27%), Rome (+24.9%) 
and Madrid (+24.4%)
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Is this a good thing?
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Sustainability: there is no alternative

 Societal tensions

 Climate change

 Water scarcity

 Wildfires
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Getting hotter

 Europe is the fastest warming 
continent on Earth

 Cities like Rome or Madrid: 
twice as many days over 35 C

 Heat related deaths: 68 000 in 
summer 2024

 Coolcation here to stay

Source: JRC report Regional impact of 
climate change on European tourism 
demand
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Getting drier

 Water scarcity in the Mediterranean: up to 
70% of the population

 41% of the EU population experience 
water stress

 A tourist consumes 300-2,000 litres per person 
per day, up to 8 times more than a resident

Source: EP briefing Europe’s waters: key challenges and EU solutions
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Getting smoked

 Summer 2025: warmest on record

 Over 1 million hectare burnt

• Castilla y Leon – 32 wildfires
• Vila Real – 10 days
• Zakynthos – evacuated

 UN WMO: likely increase by 50% 
by 2010
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CoR sustainable tourism agenda (1)

 Working with EU institutions
• EC: Together4Tourism expert and stakeholders’ groups
• EP: Tourism Task Force
• Council: working party on tourism

 Engaging with tourism community:
• European Greenways Association
• European Cultural Tourism Network
• Rural Tourism steering group under the Rural Pact
• European Cycling Federation
• NECSTouR 
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CoR sustainable tourism agenda (2)

• Limit permits in areas with overtourism or housing pressure, as part of 
data-driven adaptive management 

• specific funds to support the transition to sustainable tourism in 
regions affected by seasonality, permanent and significant pressure 
from tourism, a high degree of specialisation, and asset degradation

• strict EU-wide water-efficiency standards for tourist accommodations 
and incentives for wastewater reuse in the sector;

• alignment with the transition to a circular economy, fostering 
responsible production and consumption, waste reduction, energy 
efficiency, resource reuse and ecosystem protection

• specific training programmes for tourism managers to improve their 
skills in sustainability, innovation and participatory governance

 Forthcoming opinion “Towards sustainable and resilient tourism in the European 
Union: Strategy for balanced and adaptive management”
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EU funding for tourism

 EU guide on funding for tourism 2021-2027

• ERDF - European Regional Development and Cohesion Funds
• EAFRD - European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
• EMFAF - European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund
• ESF - European Social Fund Plus
• Erasmus+ Programme
• Recovery and Resilience Facility
• Horizon Europe 
• InvestEU
• SMP - Single Market Programme 
• LIFE
• European Globalisation Adjustment Fund for Displaced Workers (EGF)
• Just Transition Fund (JTF)

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/accessing-funds_en#2
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/european-agricultural-fund-rural-development-eafrd_en
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/funding/emfaf_en
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/funding/emfaf_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/esf
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?matchWholeText=true&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&destination=null&mission=null&programmeDivisionProspect=null&cpvCode=null&performanceOfDelivery=null&sortQuery=sortStatus&orderBy=asc&onlyTenders=false&topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState&type=1,0&callIdentifier=null&keywords=tourism&status=31094502,31094503,31094501&frameworkProgramme=43108390&programmeDivision=null&focusArea=null&geographicalZones=null&crossCuttingPriorities=null&isExactMatch=true&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance
https://investeu.europa.eu/index_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/single-market-programme/overview_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/life2027
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies-and-activities/funding/european-globalisation-adjustment-fund-displaced-workers-egf_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/finance-and-green-deal/just-transition-mechanism/just-transition-funding-sources_en#the-just-transition-fund
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