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European Route of Industrial Heritage

ERIH is THE (tourist) information network of the most important industrial heritage sites in 
Europe accessible to the public and is the nexus of all those locations that tell the 
fascinating story of European industrialisation through their tangible and intangible 
heritage.

The most important exchange platform for experts in industrial heritage tourism and 
marketing 

The voice of industrial heritage in Europe 

A strong brand in industrial heritage tourism! 

What´s ERIH
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ERIH‘s aims

Interpretation
show the European links of industrialisation and 
our shared European legacy 

tell people the story of índustrialisation and invite them 
on an exciting journey into European industrial history 

Promotion 
use the potential of industrial heritage tourism 
for local or regional economic  development

establish “Industrial Heritage” as a European brand (ERIH) 

create an information platform for tourists, visitors 
and experts 
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ERIH‘s aims

Research & Knowledge
Contribute to research on the European dimensions of 
technique, technology and the social and cultural history of 
industrialisation.

Present the knowledge to a broad general public 

Preservation
Promote the conservation of industrial heritage sites
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ERIH‘S management structure

Association 
ERIH network is run by a 
registered association 
established under German 
law named ERIH-European 
Route of Industrial Heritage 
e.V.

Membership
ERIH e.V. has more than 400 
paying active members from 30 
European countries. Members 
are industrial heritage sites, 
public or private organisations / 
authorities, corporate members 
and individuals

Board / Office
The organs of the association 
are the board of management 
and the general assembly. The 
board has commissioned a 
general secretary to manage 
the office

Representatives
National Representatives are 
the  national contact points 
in their respective country, 
appointed by the ERIH board
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ERIH‘S structure

Sites 
ERIH presents over 2,500 sites 
from all European countries as 
basis of the (virtual) route system. 
Selection criteria: presentation of 
industrial history and open at 
least two days a week in the 
tourist season

Anchor Points
Over 110 of these sites are so-
called 
Anchor Points, 
sites of exceptional historical 
importance in terms of industrial 
heritage which also offer a high-
quality visitor experience 

Regional Routes
25 Regional Routes introduce 
in more detail the industrial 
history of landscapes, which 
were particularly influenced by 
industrialisation and today have 
some industrial heritage sites of 
tourist interest

Theme Routes
All locations are assigned to one 
or more of 16 European Theme 
Routes, which represent 
branches of industry and show 
the variety and the inter-linkages 
of European industrial history 
and their common roots
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ERIH website

www.erih.net 
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http://www.erih.net/
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ERIH website
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on average   8,870   visits to the website per day
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ERIH website
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 from all (51) European countries
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ERIH website
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ERIH communication
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ERIH newsletterNews from ERIH ERIH event calendar

Several times a year: on our 
website news from the ERIH 
association, our members and 
Regional Routes

Four times a year our 
newsletter reports on the most 
important developments as 
well as the current and planned 
projects in the ERIH network

In our “Save the date” section 
we list events, conferences, 
trade fairs and cultural festivals 
in Europe dealing with 
industrial heritage (tourism)
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ERIH social media
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● communication plan
● 2 posts / week

www.facebook.com/erih

● over 250 links to videos
● in sorted playlists
● over 50 channels

www.youtube.com/@erih-
net

● communication plan 
● 2 posts / week

www.instagram.com/
erih_industrialheritage
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ERIH projects

15

After a successful start 
in 2018, ERIH annually 
organises a special event 
which units ERIH-sites all 
over Europe with a 
spectacular dance event 
for kids and teens: 
"WORK it OUT"

Dance event

ERIH Industrial 
Heritage Barometer
Since 2018 ERIH in 
cooperation with the 
Regionalverband Ruhr 
carries out an annual 
survey of industrial 
heritage sites in 
Europe

Survey 

ERIH on Tour
The project offered for 
ERIH members 
comprises the twinning 
of thematically similar 
sites to share 
experience and good 
practice and to develop 
skills and competences

Exchange 
         

Knowledge transfer  
        

The European Industrial 
Heritage Summer School 
is aimed at students from 
a variety of disciplines. 
The intensive program 
combines 
interdisciplinary 
knowledge transfer with 
practical project work.
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ERIH projects
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The continuous growth of the ERIH network 
is also largely thanks to the support of 
Creative Europe Network Funding.

This funding has enabled ERIH to 
professionalize, expand and strengthen its 
position as the "voice" for European 
industrial heritage and to raise public 
awareness of the common industrial heritage 
in Europe. 

New Creative Europe Networks funding 
application Project: SHINE4future 

(2025-2028)

Total volume 1.9 million euros 
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ERIH work programme for the next four years 
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ERIH in Spain 
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80 MEMBERS 
- 66 sites
- 11 Anchor Points
- 3 Regional Routes 

• Euskadi
• Asturias 
• Catalunya
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ERIH in Spain 
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ERIH in Spain 
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ANCHOR POINTS

1. Almadén Mining Park UNESCO
2. AGBAR Water Museum
3. Asturian Railway Museum
4. Riotinto Mining Park
5. Museum of the Iron and Steel Industry 

and Mining of Castilla and León
6. Pozo Soton Mine
7. National Museum of Science and 

Technology of Catalonia
8. La Encartada Factory-Museum 
9. Basque Railway Museum
10. Añana Salt Valley
11. Energy – Light Museum Ponferrada 
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ERIH in Spain 

21

Led by the Ministry of Culture

Led by the Ministry of Tourism

REGIONAL ROUTES

1. Basque Industrial Tourism Network 
(Iron&Steel)

2. Industrial Tourism in Asturias (Coal mines)

3. Territorial Museum System (Textil)
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ERIH in Spain 
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Resources

Products

Offer
MARKET

The value chain of culture 
& industrial tourism
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ERIH in Spain 
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29 museums and heritage spaces to discover the 
industrialization of Catalonia

CATALONIA
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ERIH in Spain 
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BASQUE COUNTRY
34 museums, interpretation centers and open spaces
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ERIH in Spain 
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BASQUE COUNTRY
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ERIH in Spain 
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BASQUE COUNTRY
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ERIH in Spain 
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ASTURIAS
18 museums & interpretation centers
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ERIH in Spain 
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THANK YOU!!!!

Javier Puertas

spain@erih.net
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THANK YOU!!

Javier Puertas Juez
spain@erih.net
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