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Cycling tourism in Europe

Do you enjoy cycling during your

holidays?



‘recreational visits, either 
overnight or day visits away 
from home, which involve 
leisure cycling as a 
fundamental and significant 
part of the visit’

Cycling tourism

Cycling tourism in Europe



Cycling tourism: various experiences

Cycling tourism in Europe

What the type of bike is being used? What’s the purpose of the cycling trip?

Design from Vélo & Territoires 2021

https://www.velo-territoires.org/ressources/categorie/publication-reference/?resource-id=19925#resource-developper-tourisme-a-velo-territoires


Cycling tourism: various experiences

Cycling tourism in Europe

Accomodation: same for multiple days or changing every nights?

Design from Fietsplatform,2021

https://www.fietsplatform.nl/fietsen-in-cijfers/


What impact of cycling tourism in 

Europe?
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Cycling tourism and greenways



Cycling tourism in Europe

Cycling tourists

use greenways

as one type of 

infrastructure / 

route

Greenways

welcome

cyclists as one 

type of user

Long-distance 

cycle routes, such

as EuroVelo, are 

successful

products



Cycling tourism in Europe

EuroVelo 5 in Belgium (304 km)
Best cycle route of the year 2023

Example of the stage from Ronse to Geraardsbergen – 28 km



EuroVelo: a cycling tourism case 

study



From the most accessible
river valleys,

To the most challenging and 
breathtaking views above the 
sea,

Find your perfect cycle route 
on EuroVelo.com!

EuroVelo 
Discover Europe by bicycle!

EuroVelo 1 - Atlantic Coast Route in Ireland - © Jimmy O'Brien

Cycling tourism in Europe

https://en.eurovelo.com/


In numbers:

• 17 routes​

• 38 countries​

• +92,000 km when fully realised

• 66% ready to use!

• Features in 11 national cycling strategies

• 1 priority of the EU Cycling Strategy resolution of 
European Parliament

• Launched in 1997

EuroVelo 
the European cycle route network

Cycling tourism in Europe



What is the impact of EuroVelo?
EuroVelo Data Hub

Cycling tourism in Europe

https://pro.eurovelo.com/projects/eurovelo-data-hub
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https://pro.eurovelo.com/projects/eurovelo-data-hub
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https://eurovelo.com/download/document/EuroVelo-2022-Usage-monitoring-final.pdf
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What are the main trends on cycling 

tourism?



▪Slow tourism

▪E-bikes

▪Multimodality

Cycling tourism trends

EuroVelo 1 in Spain © P-Plazaola_NAVARRA
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Slow tourism

© A. Stapf – EuroVelo 1 in France

Cycling as a way to 
slowly experience a 
destination:

▪ Gastronomy

▪ Culture

▪ Swimming

▪ Natural sites

Cycling tourism in Europe



E-bikes

© ADFC - www.pd-f.de/Flyer

Ease slopes

Reassure

Unify skills in a 
group

Heavier

More expensive

Autonomy of 
battery

Cycling tourism in Europe



Multimodality & cycling
https://www.sbb.ch/fr/horaire/conseils-voyageurs/velo/voyager-avec-son-velo.html
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To conclude: what is needed for 

#MoreCyclingTourism?



Develop, support and promote
EuroVelo and other cycle routes

Develop cycling tourism products
and offers including the ones on
Greenways

Support EuroVelo and our
advocacy work: we need
updated data on cycling tourism
in Europe!

#MoreCyclingTourism

EuroVelo 6 in Serbia @weridebikesplaces on Instagram

Cycling tourism in Europe



2023 | Izmir, TÜRKIYE
11-13 October 2023

2024 | Viborg, DENMARK
23-25 September 2023

2025 | Call for bids opened until 
31 January 2024

More info here

EuroVelo & Cycling 
Tourism Conferences

Cycling tourism in Europe

https://pro.eurovelo.com/news/cycle-tourism-conferences


Thank you!

www.eurovelo.com

www.ecf.com© European Cyclists’ Federation

Agathe Daudibon

EuroVelo manager

a.daudibon@ecf.com

https://en.eurovelo.com/support-us
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