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Wallonia, a small European Region 

16.900 km² 

Population 

3.600.000 



Wallonia, a small European Region 

An important railway network 

1935 : ~ 3000 km 

1996 : ~ 1800 km 

Out of use :                     

 ~ 1200 km 



Out of use :                     

 ~ 1200 km 

Under threat 



Regional point of view 

: no trains => public 

ways => regional 

ownership 

Federal point of vue : 

even if no trains : 

national railway 

ownership 

Council of State : 

national railway 

ownership 



1996 



9 

First action : public petition 

2 weeks ï 2000 signatures  

Sent to the Walloon Minister for 

Public Works 1996 



1996 

Michel Lebrun 

Public Works Minister 

Wallonia -Belgium  

Réseau 

Autonome des 

VoiEs 

Lentes 

Autonomous 

Network of 

Slow Ways 



1996 

1st official 

RAVeL route 



1996-2019 

Feasblity studies 



1996-2019 

Twice a year, 

greenway quality 

control by 

volunteers 



1996-2019 

Signposting 



1996-2019 

Cycle and tourism fairs 



One year later, success : Official 

agreement SNCB (Belgian National 

Railways) ï Walloon Region 

1997 



Namur, Wallonia, 8 January1998 



2016 : 20th anniversary of the RAVeL 

Network 

Today approx. 1400 km 

- approx. 700 km rail-trails 

- approx. 700 km towpaths (canals and rivers) 

RAVeL (greenways) 
Signposted connections 



Buiding greenways = 

preserving railway heritage 
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Buiding greenways = 

preserving railway heritage 

Before After 



2013 : Railway 

Heritage Dictionary 

2017 : Railway Heritage 

Fan (for railway fans      ) 





2006 « The station 

buffets » 



2016 « Greedy 

Stations » 


