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1995  

1995 
• 500 miles  

 

2017  
• 16,575 miles 

• 5,273 miles traffic-free 

• £1.3 billion health & 

environmental benefits 

• £2.5 billion leisure & tourism 

benefits 

2017 

THE NATIONAL CYLE NETWORK 



2017 ANNUAL FIGURES 



A UK-wide network of 

traffic-free paths for 

everyone connecting 

cities, towns and 

countryside loved by the 

communities they serve 

OUR VISION FOR THE NCN 



NCN ROUTE 99 – A CASE STUDY 



NCN ROUTE 99 – THE COMBER GREENWAY 

 
• Opened 2009 

• Annual Usage (at Bloomfield site only): 188,289  

• 46% walkers / 54% cyclists 

• European Greenway Award 

 

BELFAST 



NCN ROUTE 99 – THE COMBER GREENWAY 



NCN ROUTE 99 – THE COMBER GREENWAY 



The Big Fish Stormont Estate 

The Odyssey W5 Titanic Visitor Centre 

CS Lewis Visitor Centre CS Lewis Sq Aslan Scrabo Tower 

Samson & Goliath 

NCN ROUTE 99 – THE COMBER GREENWAY 

The Robin 





REDUCING 

CO2 

NO2 
 

MORE 

PEOPLE 

COMMUTING 

 BY BIKE 

OUR GOAL 
Converting a car commute to 

one by bike saves on average 

150g/km of Co2 emissions 

CHIPS 

Cycle Highways Innovation for Smarter People 

Transport & Spatial Planning 
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‘...places where the air has been affected by pollution, 

principally nitrogen dioxide (NO²) from road transport.’ 

Air Quality Management Zone and 

the Comber Greenway  

BELFAST 



THE PROJECT AUDIENCE  

AND THE RAPID TRANSIT ROUTE  



                         THE SURVEY – ALL PARTNERS - FOUR COUNTRIES 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Motivators for 

change 

Barriers to 

cycling 



Combined  

Regions 

Belfast 

MOTIVATIONS TO CYCLE 



BARRIERS TO CYCLING  

PHYSICAL BARRIERS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PERCEPTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

No lighting 
Poor surface 

No direct 

cycle routes 

It rains too much 
Cycling to 

work is too 

slow 

I feel 

exposed 

to cars 

Driver 

behaviour 



OVERCOMING PHYSICAL BARRIERS – INVESTMENTS 
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EASTPOINT 

ICE BOWL 

DAVID LLOYD  
CENTRE 

CARAVAN 
PARK 

IMPROVED CONNECTIONS  

THE RAMP 

BRIDGE 



CHANGING PERCEPTIONS  
BEHAVIOURAL CHANGE CAMPAIGNS 

• Awareness 

 

• Employees 

 

• Employers 

 

• Broader Community 



Active Travel Hub 

Comber Greenway 

Connswater Greenway 

THE ACTIVE TRAVEL HUB 

DELIVERING BEHAVIOURAL CHANGE CAMPAIGNS 



 

 

 

 

THE ACTIVE TRAVEL HUB 



 

 

 

 

THE ACTIVE TRAVEL HUB 



          Martha               Pamela                                       Michelle                                           Dianne 

ACTIVE TRAVEL OFFICERS 



 

 

 

 

St Valentines Day   #LoveAir  



COMMUNICATIONS 

 



CYCLE SKILLS TRAINING 
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ROUTE 

PLANNING 



CYCLE FRIENDLY EMPLOYER ACCREDITATION 



CHAMPIONS 

 

 

 

 

‘….encouraging  

people to  

take part.’ 

I like to be 

a positive 

role model 

I have asked 

for more 

cycle 

parking at 

work 

Sharing 

information 

about 

Sustrans 

activities 

We have 

organised 

some 

lunchtime 

cycles 

Kathleen – ENT Nurse at the Ulster Hospital 



EMPLOYER 

BIKE PARKING & REPAIR STATIONS 
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NORMALISING CYCLING 

BELCYCLE 

 

 

 

 



INCENTIVE SCHEME WITH RETAILERS  

 

 

 

 



FAMILY CYCLING 



CYCLE TRAINING FOR KIDS 



THE GENDER ISSUE 



WOMEN INTO CYCLING 



SHORTAGE OF BIKES 



CYCLING IN THE DARK 



Hollywood 
Arches 

Ulster 
Hospital 

Dundonald 
Park & Ride 

Park &  
Cycle Site 

CYCLE PARKING – WITH PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

(PARK & CYCLE) 



CYCLING AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT –  

MULTI MODAL JOURNEYS  

 

 

 

 

WALK 

RIDE 

AND GLIDE 



MONITORING & EVALUATION 

Counter 



Interceptor Survey 

 

Workplace baseline survey 

Autumn 2016 

 

On path surveys June 2018 

 

Workplace final survey 

Spring 2019 

 

Final project report Summer 

2019 

 

 

MONITORING & EVALUATION 



FINAL OUTCOME – CYCLE HIGHWAY MANUAL 



PATHS FOR EVERYONE 


