
Ecopista do Dão 
An opportunity to develop rural tourism 

“Greenways for the development of tourism” Workshop 

8th May, Olvera 

Greenways Product Workshop 



INAUGURATION 

July 01, 2011, Figueiró Station (Cooperation Protocol) 

July 02, 2011 – Opening Walk 



CHARACTERISTICS 

49, 2 Km, crossing the municipalities of Viseu, Tondela and 

Santa Comba Dão 

 

Diverse landscapes (forest, vineyard, intensive cultivation zone, 

river, …) 

 

Weather conditions that provides the enjoyment in comfort and 

safety most of the year 

 

Unique and exceptional mobility conditions (average inclination of 

0,5%) 



VALUE ADDED 

At local level 

 

• Important equipment for active recreation and sport 

available to the population 

 

• Promote an health lifestyle 

 

• Sustainable mobility 

 

  



VALUE ADDED 

At regional level 

  

• Booster of the Nature Tourism and Cultural and Landscaping 

Touring 

 

• Improve the cities attractiveness of Viseu, Tondela and Santa 

Comba Dão 

 

• Promotion of regional competitiveness 

 

  



STRENGHTS 

Pleasant and moderate climate throughout most of the year 
 

Rich and diverse surrounding landscape 
 

Proximity to urban centers of Santa Comba Dão, Tondela 

and Viseu 
 

Good access roads (Lisbon, Porto, Coimbra, Salamanca) 
 

Central Location 
 

Diversified touristic offer of the region 
 

Excellent gastronomic and landscape heritage 



OPORTUNITIES 

Creating new tourism opportunities 

 

Increase the visibility of the Região Dão Lafões and its heritage 

 

Promotion of villages micro-economy crossed by the greenway 

 

Promotion of regional products 

 

Promotion of new types of mobility between populations along the 

greenway 

 

Promotion of practices of sport and healthy recreation with 

impacts on public health 



Ecopista do Dão 

Weather, 

Physiography, 

Hydrography,  Flora 

Fauna 

Landscape 

Mobility, 
connectivity, 
biodiversity, 

interaction, share, 
equality, dynamism, 

promote, offer 

Touristic Offer, 
Heritage Values 

STRATEGY TO ECOPISTA 



Integrated  
Management 

Economic 
and 

Financial 
Management 

Environmental 
Management 

Communication 
Management 

Operational 
Management 

STRATEGY TO ECOPISTA 



INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT 

 Regulation 

  

 Operator guide 

 

 Maintenance plan 

 

 Emergency plan 

 

 Animation plan 

  



ANIMATION PLAN 

Cultural events 

 

Sport events 

 

Events of environmental promotion and dynamization 

 

Other activities to promote demand and disseminate the 

greenway  



Identify and characterize  in detail the resources and touristic offer 

surrounding “Ecopista do Dão” 

 

Define the concept of the touristic product “Ecopista do Dão” and his 

position in the regional and thematic touristic offer 

 

Propose and plan a group of concrete actions to organize the offer of the 

“Ecopista do Dão” as a touristic product 

STRUCTURATION AND ORGANIZATION 

OF THE TOURISTIC PRODUCT 



REDISCOVERING HERITAGE 

Natural heritage 

 

 Albufeira da Aguieira 

 Serra do Caramulo 

 

 

Architectural heritage 

 

 Sé de Viseu 

 Museu Grão Vasco 

 

  



Examples 



Examples 



Examples 
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