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Coordination and promotion of the Spanish Greenways/Vías 
Verdes Programme since 1993  

General Secretary of the European Greenways Association 

since 2009 

The Spanish Railways Foundation is charged of: 



Thousends of miles of greenways cross Europe: routes 

suitable for non-motorised transport that are accessible, safe 

and easy-to-use for walkers, cyclists, impaired people... 

SPAIN (2014) :  107 Greenways  =  2.050 km          



Sustenible 
 Recycled Infrastructures : Environmentally friendly 



Impressive heritage, engineering structures and buildings 
Atractif 



Continuous and pleasant  infraestructures…  Comfortable 



 Exclusive infrastructures for non motorised users 
Safe 



 Multiusage: allows different type of users  
Accessible 



High quality of the infraestructure and services: cleaning, 

replacement of furniture and signposting, etc 

 

 



Long itineraries, long trips… 



Touristic facilities around greenways: rent a bikes, information 

offices, local museums… 

 

Facilities  



Accommodation, restoration, local shopping Facilities  



VV. del Tajuña 

Newsletter InfoVías Verdes 

(monthly): 21.900 readers 

ENGLISH VERSION  

Social Media:  
- 13.115  friends on Facebook 
- 2.398  followers on Twitter 

Information  



Participation in Tourism Fairs, Congress … 

 

 
Marketing  



  Promotional actions : for local population, famtrips, presstrips… 
Promotion   



From the Resource …  

 

 

 

… to the Product : 

Greenways Product  Project 



The objective for the Spanish/European Greenways is to create 

and consolidate a tourism product about greenways…:  

Greenways Product  Project 



Greenways Product  Project 
The main objective is the creation of 

integrated tourism packages based  on 

greenways  

 To sell experiences, expectations... 

 

For this purpose, we need :  

 

• Information and awareness 

 

• Cooperation, complementarity 

 

• Segmented offering  

 

• ... 

 

   

   
  
 



Information and awareness about 

how to optimise the enormous  

Greenways potential for tourism 

development … adressed to :  

 

Private sector : local entrepreneurs 

and workers 

Public administration : political 

decision-makers and techinicians 



The cycletourism is a significant market in Europe…and the  

greenways are playing an important role 

Informe en español sobre el Impacto del Cicloturismo en Europa 

Consejería de Fomento y Vivienda – Junta de Andalucía  

 (marzo 2014)   



 Cycle tourists have very similar characteristics across all 
countries. They require a continuous, safe, pleasant route 
with good signage  

     ….That is : GREENWAYS 

 

 



Cooperation between the private sector: looking for the 

complementarity.  

  

Numerous local tourism agencies (SME) provide services to 

the greenways users :  accomodation, bike hire and repair, 

guide services, transfers … 

 

Not rivals, but bussines partners 
 
…connecting local micro-products 
 

 



Specialized packages on greenways: different targets, diverse 

themed offer for all age and capacity 





Birdwatching is one of the tourism sectors with the highest  

growth rate in Spain 



Tourism and journeys for disabled people  are specifically 

optimal due to the greenways universal accessibility  

The 50% of disabled people travel accompanied, they are 

“multicustomers” 



Guía de Vías Verdes Accesibles 

Accesible Greenways Guide - online 

(www.viasverdes.com ) 

11 Vías Verdes offer bikes for impaired people 

Info en www.viasverdes.com 

http://www.viasverdes.com/


Senior is very important market niche for greenways 

Over 90 million people aged between 55 and 80 live in the EU  

Specific packages for 

Seniors on  greenways 

…is it a good idea?  



Thanks ! 

Spanish Vías Verdes product,  

European Greenways product,   

…work in progress 

caycart@ffe.es 


