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Belgian railways - Some figures …

1985

1948 network : 5000 km

Active in 1985 : 3400 km

Abandoned in 1985 : 
1600 km

Among them in  Wallonia:
1200 km



1993



Wallonia 1993
Existing « rail-trails »
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Wallonia 1993
13 « rail-trails »

Approx. 80 km



1995

Exit



1995



Chemins du Rail       
non profit association

Preservation of disused railway
corridors

Preservation and 
promotion of railway
heritage

Conversion into paths for 
non motorized users

Contribution to soft 
mobility networks

19961998 : co -founder of the EGWA



Our activities

www.cheminsdurail.be

Feasibility surveys

Route choices 

Signage

Chemins du Rail       
non profit association



Belgium
A federal country

Région de Bruxelles-Capitale

Limite de région

Limite de province



Wallonia 1996



A strange conflict …

1996



Wallonia 1997

Agreement
Belgian railways
– Walloon Region



Wallonia 2016

On road connections : approx. 250 km

1650 km

Rail-trails : approx. 700 km
Remember : 1993 – 80 km !Towpaths : approx. 700 km



Lys

Espierres

Escaut

L83 L87

Dendre

C. PC

C. NBP

L98

L98A

C. Ch-Bxl

C. Centre

L108

L109

L156

L119

Sambre

L156

L150

L142

Meuse

Meuse

Meuse

Meuse

L126

M-H

L618

L165A

L155

Ourthe

L163

L164

L38 L48

L48

L45AL45

L47

Wallonia 2016 : a step forward
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Wallonia 2016
A new website « RAVeL and cycle routes »
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Roadbooks :

• Contribution to the concept

• Regional route n° 9

• International Vennbahn route

• EuroVelo 5

• Some local routes

Wallonia 2016
A new website « RAVeL and cycle routes »

Our role



Wallonia 2016
From the infrastructure to a tourism concept…



Wallonia 1996 - 2016
From the infrastructure to a tourism concept…

Enjoy Wallonia

by bike 



www.cheminsdurail.be


