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• EGWA presentation

• What are Greenways?

• Greenways for sustainable tourism 

• Greenways Outdoor: Developing tourism product 
around greenways 



In 1998 the European 
Greenways Association (EGWA) 
was created in Namur (Wallonia, 
Belgium)

Objectives: inventory, 
encouraging the creation and 
promotion of Greenways in 
Europe.

Secretariat and executive seat in 
Madrid (Spain).  

51 members from 16  countries



AUSTRIA : FUTURE BASE WEINVIERTEL (FBW) - BELGIUM : CHEMINS DU RAIL (CDR) ; 
INSTITUT BRUXELLOIS GESTION ENVIRONNEMENT (IBGE) ; REGIERUNG DER 

DEUTSCHSPRACHIGEN GEMEINSCHAFT ; RÉGION WALLONNE  - D.G. OPÉR. ROUTES ET 
BÂTIMENTS ; - D.G. OPÉR. MOBILITÉ ET VOIES HYDRAULIQUES ; -D.G. OPÉR. AMÉNAGEMENT DU 
TERRITOIRE, DU LOGEMENT, DU PATRIMOINE ET DE L’ÉNERGIE ; PROVINCE ANTWERPEN ; VILLE 

DE CHARLEROI - CZECH REPUBLIC:ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERSHIP for SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT (EPSD) - FRANCE : ASSOCIATION DES DÉPARTEMENTS ET RÉGIONS CYCLABLES 
(DRC) ; ASSOCIATION FR. VÉLO ROUTES ET VOIES VERTES (AF3V) ; ASSOCIATION FRANÇAISE 
POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT ET LA PROMOTION DE L’AVENUE VERTE LONDON/PARIS;  CLUB DES 

VILLES CYCLABLES ; MINISTÈRE DE L’ÉCOLOGIE, DU DÉVELOPPEMENT DURABLE, DES 
TRANSPORTS ET DU LOGEMENT (MEDDTL) ; ECO-COMPTEUR; HUNGARY : GREENWAYS 

METHODOLOGY ASSOCIATION (GMA); - IRELAND: GREAT WESTERN TRAIL ; GREAT SOUTHERN 
TRAIL; HERITAGE COUNCIL OF IRELAND - ITALY: ASSOCIAZONE ITALIANA GREENWAYS (AIG) -

LATVIA: VIDZEME TOURISM ASSOCIATION - LUXEMBOURG: MINISTÈRE DU TOURISME –
NORWAY ROGALAND COUNTY COUNCIL; POLAND: STOWARZYSZENIE GREENWAYS POLAND 

(GREENWAYS POLAND ASSOCIATION- PORTUGAL: ASSOCIAÇÃO PORTUGUESA DE CORREDORES 
VERDES; CÂMARA MUNICIPAL DE MONTEMOR-O-NOVO; CÂMARA MUNICIPAL DE VALENÇA ; 

COMUNIDADE INTERMUNICIPAL DA REGIÃO DÃO LAFÕES; COMUNIDADE INTERMUNICIPAL DO 
MINHO-LIMA (CIM–ALTO MINHO)  MUNICIPIO DE MONÇÃO; REDE FERROVIARIA NACIONAL 

(REFER); - ROMANIA ASSOCIATION FOR SOCIAL & HEALTH TOURISM ASSOCIATION ; - SPAIN: 
ADMINISTRADOR DE INFRAESTRUCTURAS FERROVIARIAS (ADIF); BASQUETOUR-AGENCIA VASCA 
DE TURISMO ; CONSELL COMARCAL DE LA TERRA ALTA ; CONSORCI VIES VERDES DE GIRONA ; 

CONSORCIO TURISTICO PLAZAOLA; CONSORCIO TURÍSTICO VÍA VERDE DEL NOROESTE ; 
CONSORCIO VIA VERDE DEL TARAZONICA ; DIPUTACIÓN FORAL DE ALAVA; DIPUTACION 

PROVINCIAL DE JAEN; FUNDACION FERROCARRILES ESPAÑOLES (FFE) ; FUNDACION VIA VERDE 
DE LA SIERRA ; GENERALITAT VALENCIANA. D. G. DE TRANSPORTES, PUERTOS Y COSTAS; 

MANCOMUNIDAD VÍA VERDE DE LA JARA – UNITED KINGDOM: SUSTRANS.
Honorary members: BELGIUM: SNCB-HOLDING - SPAIN: ADMINISTRADOR DE 

INFRAESTRUCTURAS FERROVIARIAS (ADIF); MINISTERIO DE MEDIO AMBIENTE Y MEDIO RURAL Y 
MARINO; USA: RAILS TO TRAILS CONSERVANCY (RTC).

EGWA MEMBERS 



What EGWA does? 
To promote greenways

• Awards 
• Conferences
• Observatory
• Greenways Day, within the 
European Mobility Week

• Best Practices Guides, 
• European projects (REVER,

Greenways4Tour, Naviki, 
Greenways Product, Outdoor )

• information exchange, initiatives 
diffusion, networking, 
cooperation, advise, lobbying,
(...)



2003. I EGA was handed 
by Environmental 
Commissioner Margot 
Wallström. (Brussels).

Biennaly : European
Greenways Awards

7th EGA Award ceremony  Namur, Belgium, in 
cooperation with the Wallonie. 16 October 2015



Communication car-free 
routes

Satisfactory standards 
•width, 
•gradient, and 
•surface condition...

user-friendly and low-risk 
for users of all abilities.

Greenways



Greenways

Refitted infrastructures,
such as:
• abandoned railways
• canal towpaths
• disused military roads
• other paths closed to 

motorized traffic

Daily mobility, active 
tourism, healthy leisure, 
sport and exercise for 
everyone 

urban or rural

Phil Cheattle/Sustrans



Europe possesses 

thousands of 

kilometres of 

disused railway 

lines which form 

part of the cultural 

and industrial 

heritage of the 

continent 

Greenways and 
abandoned railway lines



Greenways:

a way to preserve the cultural and industrial heritage

of the disused railway lines in Europe, thanks to the

restoration and maintenance of structures such as

tunnels, viaducts and station buildings.



Greenways safeguard the continuity of transport

corridors; the trails could revert to their original use

as railway lines.



Infrastructures facilitating access
Reconditioning of railway bridges



Tunnels

Infrastructures facilitating access



Signposting of the Greenways 



Rehabilitation of disused railway stations 
To install Services and tourism equipment for 

Innumerable examples in Europe. 



Gradients less than 3 %, rectilinear tracks, wide 
curves. 

Exceptional and respectful access to nature, due to 
the use of preexisting infrastructures integrated into 
the landscape allowing movement around the 
countryside, offering enjoyment of the culture and 
history of Europe.

Greenways: an asset for sustainable tourism



Greenways: great infrastructure 
for cycle tourism



Whatever your age, physical condition, 
whether you are with family, friends or 

individually, the greenways offer great 

facilities for cycling and hiking safely



There are thousands of km of fantastic 
greenways in Europe



Aim of the project: to promote and increase 
international awareness of European greenways 
as excellent facilities for cyclists, walkers and 

people with disabilities and to greatly improve 
sustainable tourism choices in Europe .

Greenways4Tour



Products: 

•best practices 
guides ,

•leaflets, 

•video

“Greenways4tour”



European Greenways Observatory :
www.greenwayseurope.org

An essential source of 
information to discover 
thousands of kilometres of 
non-motorized routes in 
Europe.

Promoting introduction of 
data to update greenways 
information by EGWA 
members and other 
organisations.

To become the European  
reference  for greenways. 



From “Tourism Resource” to Tourism Product”

Greenways Product



The project is about the 
creation and transnational 
promotion of an outdoor 
tourism product linked to 
European greenways , and 
on the improvemen t of the 
capacity building of SMEs
located in their vicinity, so 
that they can tailor their 
services to the demands of 
customers and so become 
more competitive .

Greenways Outdoo r 



Diversify Tourism 
Offer:
� European 

catalogues of 
tourism products 
based on 
Greenways, and 
professional 
services;

� Meetings with
companies and web 
tutorials;

� Sporting events; 
Fam/Press trips; 

� Meetings with
public-private 
stakeholders. 

Better Information 
& Marketing:

� Join participation in 
trade fairs ;

� Workshop , technical 
visit and  fam/press 
trip;

� Top ten tips for the 
marketing and 
communication;

� Reverse visit and
workshops on 
greenways.

Promotion & 
Communication:

� Workshops and 
conferences; 

� Awards and 
campaigns
� best outdoor 

tourist product;
� European photo 

competition;

� New website , travel-
oriented;

� Social media.

Greenways Outdoo r - ACTIONS AND EVENTS:



“Greenways Outdoor ”
� The project must have a real impact in the territor y 

and in the competitiveness of the SME around 
greenways. 

� Implication of stakeholders.

� Public and private cooperation.  

� Cooperation between:
� Different departments of public Administration, 

and 
� SME to better respond to the demands of the 

market.



©FFE 

Greenways Outdoor: 10 Partners from 5 countries, 
public and privates, coordinated by the European Gr eenways Association

�Implementation period : June 215 – November 2016.
�Budget :  320,000- €



• Workshops
• Diversify Tourism Offer :

– Tourism packages and 
European catalogue of 
outdoor tourism products 
on Greenways . 

– Adaptation to the market and 

improvement of the 

competitiveness of SMEs. 
(meetings face to face /  web 
tutorials

“Greenways Outdoor ”
WP2: Diversify Tourism Offer. Lead: FFE



Services around greenway
- Catalogue of professional services on GW  

(Data base. 1.200 contacts of providers). 

“Greenways Outdoor ”
WP2: Diversify Tourism Offer. 



� Adaptation to the market and 

improvement of the 

competitiveness of SMEs. 
(meetings face to face /  web 
tutorials

“Greenways Outdoor ”
WP2: Diversify Tourism Offer. Lead: FFE



“Greenways Outdoor ”
WP2: Diversify Tourism Offer. Lead: FFE

Web tutorials
– They will be 

available in 
English and 
different
languages



– Sporting events on 
greenways.

Guide / methodology for 
organizing and 
evaluating mass 
sporting events on 
greenways . 

– Fam/Press trips will 
accompany the 
sporting events.

– Promoting public-
private collaboration. 

WP2: Diversify Tourism Offer. Lead: FFE

“Greenways Outdoor ”



Guide / methodology for organizing 
mass sporting events on greenways . 



FAM/PRESS TRIP: some results



• Workshop . 
"Greenways: Attracting 
new clients and selling 
the outdoor product“ 
(Bütgenbach 20 May, 
2016)

• Best practices guide
for the marketing and 
communication of the 
greenways tourism 
product. 

WP3: Better information & marketing
Lead: Tourismusagentur Ostbelgien

“Greenways Outdoor ”



• Technical 
visit to a 
transnational 
success story 
in terms of 
product and 
marketing 
development.

WP3: Better information & marketing
Lead: Tourismusagentur Ostbelgien

“Greenways Outdoor ”

Tourism Product

Vennbahn
(Belgium)



• Fam trip / press trip. 

• joint participation in 
specialized fairs. 

WP3: Better information & marketing
Lead: Tourismusagentur Ostbelgien

“Greenways Outdoor ”



• Workshop’s

WP 4. Promotion & communication. 
Lead: EGWA.

“Greenways Outdoor ”

European photo competition. 
� Currently open. 
� Bring your camera at the Vennbahn

visit and take part!!



(*) This special award is part of the activities included in the Greenways Outdoor project,
co-financed by COSME Programme 2014. Call for proposals COS-WP2014-3-15.03.
Diversifying the EU Tourism Offer and Products. Sustainable Transnational Tourism Products
2014

7th EUROPEAN GREENWAYS AWARD – 2015

SPECIAL AWARD (*) - TOURISM PRODUCT IN 
GREENWAYS

European Greenways Product  Outdoor Award
(Namur, 2015)



Maratón Vías Verdes (MVV)/Greenways Marathon  

(Diversport SC, Spain)

Best Outdoor Tourism Product



WP 4. Promotion & communication. 
Lead: EGWA.

“Greenways Outdoor ”

� Creation of a website and 
some communication 2.0 
marketing. 

Find out the best on-line resources
to help you plan your travel  

http://www.aevv-egwa.org/travel/



WP 4. Promotion & communication. 
Lead: EGWA.

“Greenways Outdoor ”

• Greenways outdoor 
campaign at European 
Mobility Week. 

Includes your activities in the campaign

We will promote them! 
on the web and social networks



� Press releases/Articles in 
newsletters

� Brochure on the European 
Greenways Outdoor project . 

� Pan-European workshop

� European conference about 
Greenways, EuroVelo and 
Cycletourism 14/October/2016 , 
Vienna (Austria)

WP 4. Promotion & communication. 
Lead: EGWA.

“Greenways Outdoor ”



• Greenways are greatly 
advancing in Europe

• They are an tourism initiative
from the EU 

• The creation and promotion of  
Greenways can greatly help to  
diversify the economy in rural 
areas attracting visitors , but also to 
be used for local people . 

• The economic impact that 
tourism generates is a reality for a 
growing number of greenways. 

Some conclusions about 
greenways and tourism



• The Greenways Outdoor project will help this to be true 
for other European greenways, many of which still have a long  
way to go before they can turn what is an attractive resource
into an excellent  greenway product .

• The success stories and the conditions that have made 
them  possible will serve as an inspiration to embark on 
new initiatives in other  European countries that do not 
yet have a greenways program but have a  strong potential for 
setting one up.

Some conclusions about 
greenways and tourism



How collaborate?
� Helping us to broadcast this project and Greenways 

concept amongst your members and network.

� Participate in the activities and campaigns organized within 
the project.

� Include your products on the catalogues

� Follow us in FB and share the post

What do we offer?  
Reciprocity – assistance in 
broadcasting your Project in 
those aspects relevant to 
Greenways 



Thanks for your atenttion !!

www.aevv-egwa.org
www.greenwaysoutdoor.org


