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EGWA Electronic Newsletter N°5 - Mai 2008 
 

Impact of the European Greenway Award 
for the prize winners 

 
« Chemin des droits de l’homme Albi Castres » 
 
If, at first sight, there is no measurable impact in 
terms of attendance of the greenway (counters have 
been installed on the greenway since the beginning 
of the year) the EGA did generate repercussions 
which present several interests: 
 
Receiving the EGA plus the information around it 
in the press did generate an additional interest to the 
greenway from the local population and also from 
local authorities (communes, sports clubs, 
associations active in the environment protection, 
teachers …) 
There was also a very rewarding aspect for all the 
actors included in the realisation of this greenway. 
(Public works companies, gardening companies 
active in the management of the greenway) and 
particularly for the structures of social integration 
and the staff supervisory and operating teams which 
were officially welcome by the President of the 
General Council in order to underline the 
importance of their participation to this project and 
then rewarded by the EGA. 
 
The reception of the EGA did also had a significant 
impact to consolidate the policy of emphasizing the 
existing disused railways of the department by 
turning them in greenways (a second greenway 
project was under way at the moment of the EGA 
and will be followed by others). 
 
The prize also validate the choice of the 
compacted sand as surface, the grass sides & 
ecologic management of the hedge… in order to 
setup a green corridor around this 44 km greenway 
located in the heart of agricultural/sylvan pines 

hills of the centre of Tarn department. This 
greenway is a privileged way to discover the 
specific natural landscapes of the region. This 
willing was integrated from the start of the 
project, as from the initiation from the “spaces 
& landscape” department of the “Direction of 
Water & Environment” (Which is managing 
the policies of landscape, natural spaces, 
excursions…). 
This decision is very welcome to the users 
and allows multiple users. 
 
There was also an impact on the will of the 
Territorial Development Unit to promote this 
equipment. 
 
Last but not least, the award did generate lots 
of information requests from greenways 
projects owners including some visits of the 
Greenway 
 
This article is a “free” translation of the 
message from Mr. Patrick Urbano, Manager 
of Spaces & Landscapes Department, Tarn 
Department, Region “Midi Pyrénées”. 
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Visit of the German Marshall Fund of 
the United States.  
 
In the scope of a visit to Europe to get 
information about non motorized transport 
infrastructure equipment (more particularly 
bicycle), representatives of the German 
Marshall Fund of the United States did request 
a meeting in Brussels in order to receive an 
overview of the realizations of greenways at the 
European level and to see how the Greenways 
were integrated into the city.  
 
This meeting did begin by a presentation of the 
activities of the EGWA and an overview of 
what are the arguments in favor of a Greenway 
network development as base for a non-
motorized transport network. The group 
consists of individuals working on conservancy 
and a project called the Carolina Thread Trail. 
This project will connect 7,300 square miles, 2 
million people and 15 counties in the Carolinas.  
 
The second part of the meeting was a bicycle 
ride on the Brussels’s unique Greenway with 
particular interests for the work of art (Bridges 
specifically built for the Greenway, leisure 
equipment around the Greenway & artistic 
works illustrating the heritage of this 
Greenway). After this visit, it was clear for our 
visitors that the concept of city greenway as 
green corridor was evident. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Reminder: Bicycle festival in the 
whole France on 7th & 8 th June. 
 
The 12th edition of the festival of the bicycle 
on the theme “everybody on a bicycle”. 
Official portal.  
 

 
 
Do not miss this opportunity to practice 
bicycle via the multiple activities organized 
around this event. By following this link, you 
have access to the activities location list. 
 
Cycle route map published by ECF 
 
ECF is happy to announce the publication of 
the very first EuroVelo cycle route map 
indicating the state of the art of the 12 
EuroVelo routes. A press release with further 
information on the map and on how to obtain 
it can be viewed at ECF website: 
www.ecf.com. 

 
 


